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Attachment B-1 
Amended Claims 



1 (Currently amended) A p o&t at r uetu i G, c o m p r i sing : T he combination 
of claim 16. 

said a base member having a an upstanding socket wM with an 
opening, di s pu ted i n a wa ll of the aockc t; sg jri combination inclMdipg , 

a column having an end configured for insertion into th e socket and an 
aperture configured to align with the opening in the socket wall; 

a latch disposed in the end of the column; and 

a biasing element configured to displace the latch through the aperture 
and into engagement with the column in the socket to secure the column in the 
socket. 

2-9 (Cancelled) 

10. (Original) A frame apparatus comprising a plurality of interlocking 
identically configured pieces, each piece having a first extension and a second 
extension extending perpendicularly from the first extension, the first extension of 
each piece having an internal channel adapted to receive the second extension of 
another piece in a telescoping connection, said internal channel in the first extension 
having a plurality of ratchet teeth configured to mate with a plurality of ratchet teeth 
on the second extension, wherein said ratchet teeth in the first and second 
extensions are configured to slidably engage to allow the second extension to slide 
relative to the first extension into the channel, and further configured to lockingly 
engage to substantially prevent reverse sliding of the second extension relative to 
the first extension, such that the second extension is locked in engagement with the 
first extension. 

11. (Currently amended) A frame apparatus for concealing q j oint between 
th* end of an UEDgM *"b"' ar ™<* « transverse *MPP"rt joined to said Shell, the 
shell havin g « rectangular outline with a ^Hth dimension and a length dimension, 
said frame comprising a plurality of interlocking identically configured pieces, 
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*aid interiocke H piftr.es formi n g a hollow rectangular frsirne adapted to 
fiiirround the fthftll at its n p* w'*" the support. 

each piece having a first extension and a second extension j oined to , 
aadJnjlejdaDSiQD SaisLflgtsnaiOD extending perpendicularly from the first 
extension, 

the first extension of each piece having an internal channel closed at 

»nd adjacent ih* junction w j* h fliS SSSfiDd extension, and open at the distal end 

» f ^ fig! sxjSDSi aD CemaiS farm said junction, said channel adapted to receive the 
second extension of another piece in a telescoping connection, 

said first second extension of each piece further comprising atjeaii 
one emwe breakable j o ints t h at are jeM configured to be broken apart to change 
the length of the first secti on second extension to a desired length. 

12. (Currently amended) The frame apparatus of claim 1 1 fravinq a series of 
breakable joints, comprising an indicia adjacent to each j oint of said series of 
breakable joint jojofe, each of s aid indicia being indicative of a selected finished 
dimension coire^ondipg to * selected width dimension or a selected length 
Hjp ^inn nf the -*..-r «h-u adap ted t o he surroMnded ^ajdJi>> l|ow rectangular 
frame, when I I m a d ja c ent breekabte joi nt is brokon.- 

13-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently amended) In combination with the The frame apparatus of 
claim 11com pri o in g in unrein said frame pieces are interconnected to form a 

hollow rectangular frame 1 

a hase membe r positioned w i**'" SaM h "" nw rectan gular frame, and . 

a tubular shell extending transversely from said base member 
the trim pieeea, said shell having an end forming an outer perimeter ad j oining said 
ha fifl member, said 4rim frame pieces interlocking around said perimeter to conceal 
over the end of said shell and said base member. 
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1 7. (Currently amended) A trim frame qppumtiM according te Claim 11. 
wherein said j nterinrkino pieces comprise comprising? 

A. a first trim piece having a long side and a short side, sjaid short side of 
said first trim piece comp risi n g an in t ernal cha nne l having a wupling 
r ajchet teeth inside the channel; and 

B. a second trim piece having a long side and a short side, said long side 
of said second trim piece extending into the internal channel in the first 
trim piece in a telescoping relationship, said long side of said second 
trim piece comprising a^eottpting ratchet teeth slidably engaging the 
eoupttng ratchet teeth in the short side of said first trim piece. 

18. (Cancelled) 

ig. (Currently amended) The trim frame apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the 
short side of said second trim piece comprises an internal channel and a coupling 
ratchet teeth inside the internal channel of the second trim piece. 

20. (Currently amended) The trim frame apparatus of Claim 1 9, said 
interlocking pieces comprising a third trim piece having a long side and a short side, 
said long side of the third trim piece extending into the internal channel in said 
second trim piece in a telescoping relationship, said long side of l:he third trim piece 
comprising a cou pl i ng ratchet teeth slidably engaging the coupling ratchet teeth in 
the short side of the second trim piece. 

21 . (Currently amended) The trim frame apparatus of Claim 20 wherein, the 
short side of said third trim piece comprises an internal channel and a coupling 
ratchet teeth inside the internal channel of the third trim piece. 

22. (Currently amended) The trim frame apparatus of Claim 21 .jaid 
interlocking pieces comprising a fourth trim piece having a long side and a short 
side, said long side of the fourth trim piece extending into the internal channel in said 
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third trim piece in a telescoping relationship, said long s^e^ourth trim piece 
comprising a eo«p«ng r^U^ slidabiy engaging the coup^g in 
the short side of the third trim piece. 

23 (Currently amended) The trim frame aapaatua of Claim 22 wherein the 
short side of said fourth trim piece comprises an internal channel aim-rani** 
ratcJietteeJi extending inside the internal channel of the fourth tnrn p^ce. %- 

24 (Currently amended) The trim frame a^p^atus of Claim 23 wherein the long 
side of said first trim piece extends into the internal channel in said fourth trim p.ece 
in a telescoping relationship, said long side of said first trim piece comprising a 
coupting fatajjetteeth slidabiy engaging the coupling raichetteeth in the short s,de 
of the fourth trim piece. 

25 (Currently amended) The trim frame aEparatuS of Claim 11 wherein each 
of ^ first an^ second, »»ten S ion^ htwe an int ernal chanpel with the^oupHngs 
comprise one or more ratchet teeth the ratchet teeth in the channels of the first 
^^n. h^ing a^ r^H * n .nnk.nalv engage the ratchet teeth in the channels of 
the second aytensions o f the adjoining pieces, 

c 

26 (Currently amended) The trim frame apj>aiatus of Claim £5 4? comprising 
one or more scored sections on nt legst one of the extensions at each of said first 
and second trim pieces. 

27 and 28 (Cancelled) 

29. (New) The combination of Claim 1 , wherein the socket comprises a first 
opening and a second opening, and the column comprises a first aperture and a 
second aperture, said first and second openings in the socket being configured to 
align with the first and second apertures in the column when the end of the column 
is inserted into the socket. 
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30 (New) The combination of Claim 29, wherein the biasing element comprises 
an outwardly biased torsion spring in said coiumn, said torsion spring having a first 
end and a second end, and the latch comprises a first pin extending from the first 
end of the torsion spring, and a second pin extending from the second end of the 
torsion spring, said first pin being configured to engage with the first opemng and 
first aperture, and said second pin being configured to engage with the second 
opening and second aperture, said pins being urged into engagement with sa.d 
openings and apertures under the bias of the torsion spring to secure the column .n 
the socket. 

31 . (New) The combination of Claim 1 . wherein the biasing element comprises 
an outwardly-biased compression spring having a first end and a second end. and 
wherein the latch comprises at least one piston circumferentially disposed around 
one of the ends of the compression spring, said piston being configured to engage 
with the opening in the socket and the aperture in the column, said piston being 

urged into engagement with said opening and said aperture under the outward b.as 

of the compression spring to secure the column in the socket. 

32 (New) The combination of Claim 31 further comprising a cylindrical housing 
disposed in the interior of the column, said housing forming a bore adapted to 
receive said piston and permit slidable displacement of said piston in said housing, 
wherein said housing is slidably adjustable within the interior of the column to permit 
alignment of the bore with the opening and aperture in the socket and column, 
respectively. 

33. (New) The combination of Claim 32 further comprising a guide peg on the 
piston said guide peg extending transversely from the longitudinal axis of the 
compression spring, said housing comprising a guide slot adapted to receive the 
guide peg on the piston, wherein the guide slot comprises a recess adapted to 
releasably retain the piston inwardly and out of engagement with the opening and 
aperture. 
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34 (New) The combination of Claim 33 wherein the guide slot comprises an 
inner recess, an outer recess and an intermediate recess disposed between said 
inner and outer recesses, said inner recess, intermediate recess, and outer recess 
being adapted to releasably retain the guide peg in a first position, second pos.t,on, 
and third position, respectively, in which said piston is disengaged from the column 
aperture and socket opening in the first position, engaged with the column aperture 
and disengaged from the socket opening in the second position, and engaged wrth 
the column aperture and socket opening in the third position. 
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